
 

Page 1  Printed on 100% recycled paper 

LETS GEMS 

 

Next deadline for newsletter  
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Next Meeting and Trading Day :  
Host: Judith Horton     Date: 22nd July 2006  
Venue: see directions page 3 
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 Kim Falkenmire  Phone 6492 3134  
(E-Net office) or email bvlets@smartchat.net.au
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 Lizzie
Doyle 64941401  
 email: doylewood@bigpond.com 
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Drop off cheques and memberships to the Environmental 
Network Office, Church Street, Bega or post them to PO Box 
110, Bega NSW 2550 
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Barb Lynne, Lawrence Geoghegan, Anatara Wright,  
Dave Lanham, Sue Hill, and more 

 Winter  2006 
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Bega Valley LETS Meeting Minutes (draft) 
Saturday 6th May, 2006, 11:00am – 12:45pm 
Venue: Anneke Van Tholen’s house 
 

Present: Skye Etherington, Paul Parker, Judith Horton, 
Claude Marmoux, John Champagne, Barb Lynn, Anneke 
Van Tholen, Phil Gall, Dave Klotz, Kym Mogridge, Law-
rence Geoghegan, Bruno and Eve Hofstetter, Liz Worth, Julie 
Hodgkinson 
  

Apologies: Kethleen McCann, Sharon Champagne, Elle 
Moss, Tjenka Murray, Danielle Pirie 
 

Agenda item 1 – Rent at the E-Net office  
LETS is currently paying 10 Sapphs a week rent at the E-Net 
office and paying for phone calls. With the re-invention of 
the E-Net, the E-Net will have to charge $’s for rental in the 
space and the E-Net will charge LETS depending on usage 
once the E-Net has been re-invented.  
TO DO: Julie to check outstanding Sapphs owed for rent and 
$’s owed for phone calls and back pay for owing amounts. 
TO DO: Julie and team to do an Annual Budget for LETS.  
TO DO: Julie to check how many Sapphs LETS has in sur-
plus.  
We agreed to pay $10 per week until the re-invention hap-
pens and then we will renegotiate the rental with the E-Net. 
 

Agenda item 2 – Seed Savers  
Currently the Bega Valley Seed Savers is staffed by Anneke 
and other Volunteers, and you can buy BV Seeds at the E-
Net for $2 or 2 Sapphs - and the money from sales goes to 
the E-Net. Once the E-Net is re-invented, the seeds will be 
available for sale at Candelo Bulk Wholefoods. 
There are expenses that the Seed Savers need to cover and we 
need to work out how to make this group a self-sustaining 
venture. After discussion, it was decided that the Bega Valley 
Seed Savers would become a LETS member and charge $’s 
or Sapphs and keep a book with the seeds to record Sapphs 
transactions instead of LETS cheques. We also decided on a 
membership fee of $15 for Bega Valley Sapphs to join LETS. 

Total transactions for 23/2/06 - 29/5/06 = 193 
Total Credits traded = 10,233 
Total Debits traded = 10,233 
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TO DO: Julie to look in the drawers at the LETS office for carbon copy books that can be used for recording 
Sapphs transactions for the Seed Savers. 
 

Agenda item 3 – Bega Valley LETS website and email list 
Kym Mogridge set up the BV LETS email list on the Yahoo Groups website and Kym and Geoffery Grigg (from 
the Begavalley.com website) have discussed moving the email list to Begavalley.com where our BV Lets mem-
bers don’t have to go to the Yahoo website and ask to join the Yahoo Group, and we could move to a full on-line 
membership system in the future - like Byron Bay LETS uses (where we can enter transactions and new members 
over the Internet instead of only on the LETS Admin computer). Kym can do this at no cost and he would only 
have to email the Yahoo groups once to change the email address. There is also the possibility of getting a Do-
main name for Bega Valley LETS in the future. 
Advantage – possibility of the future development of an online database for recording all LETS transactions 
Advantage – local promotion with other groups on the Begavalley.com website 
Advantage – our meetings will be added to the Begavalley.com calendar 
Advantage – if we go to online management of the LETS trading accounts, then our files will be backed up on an 
Internet server, not just on the LETS computer 
We also discussed using the communitypower.com.au website which has a link to the Mumbulla Bioregion web-
site: 
Advantage – more like minded groups as they are only Permaculture and Environmental groups 
Advantage (for both) – no cost 
Disadvantage – exclusiveness  
Disadvantage – Roger Bunyan (communitypower.com.au) isn’t ready for the larger scale Mumbulla Bioregion 
website yet (but we have no urgency to move yet) 
Outcomes: we decided to keep a foot in each bucket (eg. by updating our Begavalley.com website and including 
our meeting dates on their calendar, and the putting more information on the Mumbulla Bioregion website), and 
to move our email list to the Begavalley.com website, and keep our options open incase we go for an Internet (on-
line) database. 
TO DO: Kym to work with Roger Bunyan and the Begavalley.com website to update our webpages 
TO DO: Kym to move the LETS email list to the Begavalley.com website 
 

Agenda item 4 – LETS office positions vacant (paid at 18 Sapphs/hour) 
 

TO DO: Julie to arrange LETS office team meeting to outline office admin tasks and roles. 
4.1 Treasurer – Many thanks to Belinda Jerman for her contributions to managing the LETS financials. We now 
need a new treasurer and we can arrange training for this position. Barb Lynn and Lawrence Geoghegan have 
offered to share the position. 
 

TO DO: Julie to arrange training for Barb and Lawrence. 
 

TO DO: Barb and Lawrence to add their names as cheque signatories. 
4.2 Coordinator – Julie has unexpectedly had to give up her coordination role and we need a new coordinator. We 
decided that the most important role the coordinator is to stay in the position for at least a year so that the knowl-
edge is not lost.  
TO DO: Julie to contact people who might be interested and new members, and to arrange training. 
 

Agenda item 5 – next LETS meeting and workshop 
Ideas for the next meeting and workshop included: Earthbuilding (including rammed earth and Cob), Strawbale 
building (we have the option to go to Liz Worth’s house and help raise a Strawbale barn – maybe for our Spring 
meeting), Greywater systems, Sauerkraut making and pickling day at Judith Horton’s house. Keep these options 
in mind for the Spring workshop. 
 

Outcome: we decided to have the next meeting at Judith Horton’s house on Saturday 22nd July from 10:00am – 
1:00pm. The meeting will be followed by a workshop on making Sauerkraut.  
 

TO DO: LETS members can contact each other to arrange car pooling to Judith’s house for the next meeting and 
workshop. 
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Next meeting:  22 July 
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Contact LETS office if you are interested 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Spiral Gallery is a great resource in our com-
munity.  This not-for-profit cooperative runs 
on the energy of human potential and support 
from LETS funded volunteers. All the artists 
on the coop work for nix and hope to sell art 
sometimes to keep their interest . Artists often 
work in solo space so the venture assists them 
to assist themselves, but its still for gratis, so 
please support the LETS sale advertised on the 
last pages of this letter  in which the  

gallery tries to reduce its LETS debt.  
 

Help make good energy out = good  
   energy in  

   St Elmo’s Fire 
 

Alternative Energy Systems  
 

Mike Wood  
Electrical contractor 

Ready to advise and install 
your energy requirements incl. 

 interactive grid systems,  
repairs and battery supplies 

 
Stelmosfire@bigpond.com 

64941401 
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Workgroup Contact People  
 

If you are a new member or perhaps 
feeling you have nothing to offer  

(why do we sometimes think that ????),  

here is a great way to get trading.  
 
Brogo LETS group update – The Brogo local 
workgroup is going well and they have about 5 
regular people. They use Email to keep in contact 
with about 18 local LETS members who join in 
when they can. If anyone is living around Brogo 
and wants to join in on working bees or request a 
working bee, they can contact Claude on 6492 
7357 or email chezmarla@netspeed.com.au 
 
Bemboka LETS group update – Carol Holden is 
the new contact person. The Bemboka group 
meet on the second Saturday of the month, they 
usually meet at 9:30am and start work at 10:00 
and finish at 4:00pm. There are about 8 or 9 
regular households participating and if people are 
interested, please contact Carol or 6493 2325 or 
email carolholden@bigpond.com 
 
Candelo— Contact Kerri Obray on 6493 2140  
 
Tilba, Bermi, Cobargo - Contact Anna Walker 
on 6493 6746   
 
 

Tathra, Kalaru, Tanja - Lizzie Doyle 6494 1401  
Well I’m dreaming of a working bee with about 20 
people doing lots of things I will ring around for a 
suitable date. Lizzie Doyle 6494 1401 
 
Wolumla - Shane Arden 6494 9585  
Wolumla work group would like to invite  
interested members from Wolumla and  
surrounding district (including Millangandi,  
Toothdale, Longbridge etc) to join our group we 
have a friendly balance between work of all kinds 
and socialising with an exchange of energy, skills 
and ideas up to twice monthly. If you would like to 
know more contact Shane on 6494 9585 
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Stop press  
Many of us have received emails about the  
Chilean glacier mining.  People with Internet access 
can go to the Petition site (http://
www.thepetitionsite.com/takeaction/946839131?
ltl=1148813071) and sign the petition there. 
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 rkshops cost $20 each or $15 Concession 
 (inc. U18 and BEND members) �

 

 ”Energy efficient housing design & 
retrofit” 
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Sat. 24th June 2006  9am – 4pm 
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 “Lawns to Lunches” 
with Kathleen McCann 

Saturday 9th September 2006 
�

“Composting” 
With Tom Duncan 

Saturday 2nd October 2006 
�

“Consensus Decision Making” 
With Jenny Spinks 

Saturday 28th October 2006 
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 Spiral Gallery 
 
 

LETS Exhibition / Auction / Bazaar 

July 28 - August 9 
 
For almost 10 years Spiral Gallery has been holding regular exhibitions 
supporting local artists and providing a constantly changing visual feast 
for the community. For this to be possible the Gallery has depended on 
a small co-operative of volunteer artists. Whenever volunteers have not 
been available Spiral has paid Sapphs for Gallery attendants.  
Over 10 years we have accumulated an enormous LETS debt.  
 
IT IS TIME TO REPAY THIS DEBT AND WE NEED 
YOUR HELP!!!!  
 
In July we will be holding a two week exhibition of artwork that will be 
for sale or auction. All work will sell for Sapphs. On Saturday 5th August 
at 2pm there will be a ‘Bizarre Art Bazaar’, a creative fete selling coffee 
& cake and all kinds of treasures. It will be an afternoon of food, friends, 
fun and final auction bids. 
 
We are calling for the LETS community to bring out your treasures 
that are gathering dust or create some new ones. We  are looking 
for donations of.....  
 
1  Artwork for the Exhibition; something you have made or acquired.  
 
2  Items for the bazaar; art, food, clothing, small objects of desire, 
something quirky, interesting, handmade, saleable. 
 
All goods for the bazaar are to be delivered to Spiral Gallery by Friday 
4th of August. 
 
All exhibition / auction work is to be delivered to Spiral Gallery by 
Wednesday 26th July with the following form attached to each piece. 
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LETS Exhibition Entry Form;  
 
Name.........................................................................................................
.. 
 
Contact De-
tails............................................................................................. 
 
...................................................................................................................
.. 
 
Title of Art-
work............................................................................................. 
 
Art-
ist............................................................................................................. 
 
Me-
dium........................................................................................................ 
 
Sale 
Price.................................................................................................... 
 
I would like to donate (please circle) 25%    50%     75% 100%  
of the sale price to Spiral Gallery. 
 
...................................................................................................................
Spiral Gallery also has a Sapphs donation book in the Gallery office. 
If you can help any size donation would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Thankyou.  
We look forward to sharing this art occasion with lots of LETS support-
ers. 
 
For more information about this event contact;  
Annie 6494 0184 or Tanja 6494 0030. 
 
Spiral Gallery 
47 Church St. Bega 
6492 5322 
 
 
 


