
LETS GEMS 

 

Next deadline for newsletter:   Monday 
15th May 2006 (for June newsletter) 
 

Next Meeting and Trading Day :  
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Host: Anneke Van Tholen 
Venue: 360 Reedy Swamp Road, Bega  - see page 4 
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 Julie Hodgkinson  6492 3134  
(E-Net office) or email bvlets@smartchat.net.au
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Drop off cheques and memberships to the Environmental 
Network Office, Church Street, Bega or post them to PO Box 
110, Bega NSW 2550 
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Margite Tschapka, Anatara Wright, Dave Lanham, Sue Hill, 
Verity Keen, Kim Falkenmire and more 

  Autumn   2006 

 

Hello to all LETS members from the 
LETS office team! 
 

Firstly – a big warm thank-you to  
everybody who has encouraged and 
helped me to take on the role of LETS 
Coordinator – especially to Sue, John, 
Kym, Kim, Peter, Lizzie and Anatara.  
 

This newsletter is our first as a new 
team, I apologise in advance for any  
delays or social blunders made at this 
time �  
 

I am a new LETS member and keen to 
do what I can to promote and support 
LETS trading in the Bega Valley. I used 
to coordinate a network in Canberra and 
we had a very active email group with 
regular informative meetings. I think the 
success was due to lots of feedback and 
suggestions from the membership. I 
have already had great feedback from 
members and the office team, and I look 
forward to getting more!  
 

Some of the changes suggested include:  
· market insurance for LETS – this will 

let members share a stand at  
markets using LETS’s insurance,  

· promoting weekly / fortnightly trading 
through the LETS email group - while 
still getting information to “non-
emailers” (� ),  

Transactions 15/11/05—22/2/06   276.  
Credits were 20,243 and Debits were 20,243.  

 
· connecting like-minded groups through 

the “Mumbulla Bioregion” project (more 
on this in the newsletter ‘updates’)  

· (and of course) to encourage trading! 
 

 

So if you would like to get more active in the 
current directions of LETS, either with your 
feedback and suggestions, by training for a  
position in the office, or by helping to run 
some new LETS ventures – then we want to 
hear from you! 
 

To contact me for LETS office matters – 
please use the LETS contact email address 
bvlets@smartchat.net.au or leave a  
message on the E-Net phone - 6492 3134.  
 
You can also try the LETS office – I will  
generally be there on Monday afternoons 
and will return your calls and emails then!  
 
Talk to you (or perhaps 
trade with you) soon! 
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NetLETS (BV LETS trading 
by email) 

 

All LETS members are welcome 
to join NETLETS. Kym Modridge 
set this up and there are  
already 90+ members. To join, 
go to www.groups.yahoo.com/
group/begavalleylets and 
click on ‘Join this group’.  
 

You can choose to receive the 
emails to your usual email 
address, or you can create a 
Yahoo! Email account just for 
these emails. Another  
alternative is to choose not 
to receive emails and just 
read offers on the Yahoo! 
Groups website. 
 
Any questions, please contact 
Kym on 6494 1051. 
 

  
Next LETS gathering and meeting – 
the topic is “Seed Saving” 
 
The next LETS gathering is planned for 
Saturday 6th May and the topic is Seed 
Saving. There will be a LETS meeting 
starting at 10:00am, then we will have a 
workshop on seed saving, including how 
to plant for seed saving, seed collecting 
and storage techniques, how to support 
the existing seed savers group,  and 
how to share seeds! 
 
The details are as follows: 
Date:  Saturday 6th May 2006 
Time:  10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Host: Anneke Van Tholen 
Venue: 360 Reedy Swamp Road, via 
Bega 
Directions: from Bega, head to Tarran-
ganda. After the golf club, turn right onto 
Reedy Swamp Road. Follow the road 
for 3.6km to get to Anneke’s house. 
What to bring: your seeds to swap, 
notepad and pens, and morning tea to 
share! 

 
For more information, contact Anneke 
on 6492 0992 or Julie on 6492 3134. 

Environment shop update  
 

The e-net shop is in trouble and 
might have to close. There is a  
meeting on 1 st March to discuss  
options to keep open the shop, the 
office or both. This meeting would 
have been before you get the LETS 
newsletter, but if you have any ideas 
or can volunteer skills and  
resources – please contact the E-Net 
office on 6492 3134. 
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Community Power update  
 

Community Power was formed by 
group of residents concerned about 
the proposed gas fired power station to 
be located in Frogs Hollow near Bega.  
 

This project is sponsored by the  
Environment Network and aims to 
highlight the shortcomings and  
negative impacts of the proposed 
power station, and provide alternatives 
to meeting the region's present and 
future energy requirements. 
 

The website is very informative 
(www.communitypower.com.au) and 
you can get involved by attending 
meetings every second Wednesday at 
the E-Net office.  
Contact the E-Net office on 6492 3134 
for more information. 
 

Food for thought - check the  
Sunball which appears to be a  
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RSVP workshops@bend.org.au or to John 6492 
7306 or Julie **** *** ***. For info on upcoming 

workshops go to www.bend.org.au 
 

OFFERS 
 
Child’s bike seat and 0 – 4 car seat. 
Please call Heather Black (# 639) on 6494 
1892 
 

Internet, email and basic computer tutor-
ing - on your computer or at the Library. 
Easy-paced, light-hearted help for all ages 
but beginners only. Notes provided so that 
you can practice at the Library. Times and 
cost negotiable. Phone Julie Hodgkinson 
(# 640) on **** *** *** 
 

Judy Mussett, number 586. I am now able 
to offer hand-made jewellery at half Saphs 
half dollars. Also I am looking for  
expressions of interest for my next  
children's singing workshop, guitar for  
beginners workshop and some exciting 
music and movement sessions coming 
up. 
 

Large Computer Desk .Excellent condi-
tion. 250 sapphs Jennie Smith #336 Ph 
64930586  
 

Twin tub washing machine free  
Liz Doyle 64941401 
 

Geese - 3 geese, two ganders   
Ring Barb 64927373 



 

Bega Valley LETS MINUTES  
10TH December 2005  

 
 

Johnno Gall’s 244 Black Range Road, Bega 
 
 

Present: Johnno Gaal, Reiko Healy, 
Wayne Healy, Dan Bakker, Sue Hill, Dessa 
the Dog. 
 
 

Apologie s: Averil Fink 
 
 

Business Arising:  
 

Julie Hodgkinson and Kym 
Falkenmire have both expressed interest in 
the co-ordinators position. Sue has men-
tioned to them that they may want to job-
share the position. Training of the new co-
ordinator will begin in January with an aim 
to take over after the February newsletter. 
 

Julie Hodgkinson to become a signatory for 
the bank account. 
 

Still in need of a New Member Secretary in 
administration. 
 

New Business: Wayne suggested a  
preserving workshop in conjunction with a 
quarterly meeting. Members bring excess 
fruit to trade, recipes and/or learn preserva-
tion techniques. It would be held during the 
most gluttonous season. 
 

Decided not to have a working bee for the 
next meeting as it may turn people off the 
idea of coming to meetings. Next meeting to 
be a picnic day at Brogo Dam as it is mid 
Summer. Newsletter to include information 
about bringing canoes. Sue to ring Dave 
Thorsell about the possibility of hiring  
canoes for this event. 
 
Next Meeting and Trading Day: Possible; 
Brogo Dam Picnic Area. March 2006 
See next column for the actual arrangement 

Wanted  
 
Transport for large table and 8 chairs from 
Melb (Narre Warren East) to Bega. If you are 
returning from Melb with an empty truck/
trailer, please let me know. Happy to pay rea-
sonable cash/sapphs charge. (no address or 
phone number provided—please contact Julie at 
the LETS office if you are the member requesting 
or able to help. We’ll try to put you both in touch) 
 
I was hoping to explore the possibility of a 
L.E.T.S. working group for a tree planting day/
half day at Quaama in early April. Any help or 
publicity through the newsletter or email net-
work would be greatly appreciated.  
Regards Dave Tooley 
 
Seeking housemates for fantastic north facing 
spacious (8 bedroom) Candelo home.  
Permaculture gardens, orchards, chickens, 
ducks and friendly atmosphere. Ring Pauline 
0438932610 for more info 
 
 
Next LETS gathering and meeting – 
the topic is “Seed Saving” 
 

The next LETS gathering is planned for  
Saturday 6th May and the topic is Seed  
Saving. There will be a LETS meeting starting 
at 10:00am, then we will have a workshop on 
seed saving, including how to plant for seed 
saving, seed collecting and storage tech-
niques, how to support the existing seed sav-
ers group,  and how to share seeds! 
 

The details are as follows: 
 

Date:  Saturday 6th May 2006 
Time:  10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Host: Anneke Van Tholen 
Venue: 360 Reedy Swamp Road, via Bega 
Directions: from Bega, head to Tarranganda. 
After the golf club, turn right onto Reedy 
Swamp Road. Follow the road for 3.6km to 
get to Anneke’s house. 
What to bring: your seeds to swap, notepad 
and pens, and morning tea to share! 
 

For more information, contact Anneke on 
6492 0992 or ring Julie on 6492 3134 

Interested in sharing a market stall ?!? 
 

There is the option for LETS members to use 
market insurance if LETS get the insurance. One 

option is to share the stall or stalls  
between members. If you are interested, or have 

ideas about how to do this - Let us know! 



Membership renewals 
 

It’s that time of the year again – membership renewal forms are included in this mail-
out. Please check your membership renewal form to make sure that your details are cor-
rect and update any changes to your offers. 
 

Please add all other offers that you want but we have a special request of members – 
when adding new offers, please look up which category you would like them to be put 
into. This helps us when data entry and makes sure that your offer will be read by oth-
ers in the right context. You can look the categories that offers can go under in the 
contents page of the Offers section (in your LETS folder). Please write these in brack-
ets below any new offers that you list. 
 

Also, it is important that you remember to put in the correct amount of money to renew 
your membership – this saves a lot of time and running around to get memberships 
processed. And please make sure that your membership is returned to us well before 
the next newsletter due by date – this will ensure that your details are included in the 
membership mail-out. 
 

Any questions – please let us know! We look forward to an influx of new and returning 
members! 
 
Call for representatives of the BV LETS membership 
 

With many questions arising and new ideas on the boil, I can see the benefit of talking 
these through with representatives of BV LETS. Some of the decisions that need to be 
made include: 
· new directions for BV LETS (such as members sharing a Candelo Market stall) 
· financial/management issues (such as arranging a MOU - Memorandum of Under-

standing – with the E-Net so that LETS can continue to have office space there) 
· and all the ideas and challenges that our membership comes up with. 
 

If you are interested in helping make these decisions, please contact Julie at the LETS 
office (phone 6494 3134) or come to the next LETS meeting on Saturday 6th May and 
help us make the decisions there! 

 

Workgroup Contact People 
 

If you are a new member or perhaps feeling you have nothing to offer (why do we 
sometimes think that ????), here is a great way to get trading.  

 
Brogo - Helene & Claude Marmoux 649 27357 

 

Bemboka - Sukalpa Goldflam 649 30325 
 

Candelo - Kerri Obray 649 32140 
 

Tilba, Bermi, Cobargo - Anna Walker 649 36746 
 

Tathra, Kalaru, Tanja - Lizzie Doyle 649 41401 
 

Wolumla - Shane Arden 649 49585 
 

Workgroup coordinators, what about a quick report for the next  
newsletter? 



OPEN DAYS      BROGO PERMACULTURE GARDENS  
 

Saturday 1 st & Sunday 2 nd  April 2006 
* Guided Two Hour tours start at the top of driveway * 

10.00 am & 2.00 pm  
* Entry * - $ 5.00 or 5 Sapphires  

(please have a LETS cheque made out to member 207 at the entry gate).  
 
 

The big feature at this time of year is the volume of sub tropical fruit now coming on stream.  
They provide an excellent niche following stone and pome fruit and before citrus is harvested.  

The diversity in this species range is remarkably large and an area most properties could  
accommodate at least a few varieties. See them growing and watch us smile as we show you our  

 
Part of the proceeds go to IDEP (Indonesian Development of Education in Permaculture).  

An NGO that contributes worthy projects all over Indonesia that can be viewed at www.idepfoundation.org  

 

    
     Join NETLETS at 

www.groups.yahoo.com/group/begavalleylets   
the more who join the better it will work. 

 
Join Bega Valley Freecycle, get rid of your  "rubbish" at  

www.groups.yahoo.com/group/begavalleyfreecycle  
 

See Bega Valley’s own community website at 
www.thebegavalley.com   


